
The first major sugar plantations in Hawai‘i
were established in the early 1800’s. They
would ultimately change the economy and

ethnic mix of the islands as more and more
immigrants from many parts of the world were
brought in for labor.

This guide to information about the sugar
plantations in Hawai‘i is a selection of books and
other materials that discuss the impact that sugar
had on life in Hawai‘i.

If a particular title has RH for its call number,
that refers to a reference book, which means it is for
use in the library only. YA stands for the Young
Adult section. Please check with your local library
for available titles.

BOOKS

YA H Raising cane: the world of plantation
325.25 Hawai‘i, by Ronald T. Takaki.
T Chelsea House Publishers, NewYork,

NY, 1994.

H Pahoa yesterday, by Hiroo Sato.
325.252 Published by the author, Hilo, HI, 2002.
Sa History of Japanese plantation workers

in Pahoa.

H Working in Hawai‘i: a labor history,
331 by Edward D. Beechert. University of
B Hawai‘i Press, Hon., HI, 1985.

H Hawaiian ordeal: Ukrainian contract
331.54 workers, 1897-1910, by Michael
E Ewanchuk.  Published by the author,

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, 1986.
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H The Filipino piecemeal sugar strike of
331.8928 1924-1925, by John E. Reinecke. Social
R Science Research Institute, University of

Hawai‘i Press, Hon., HI, 1996.

H Sugar water: Hawai‘i’s plantation
333.91315 ditches, by Carol Wilcox. University
Wi of Hawai‘i Press, Hon., HI, 1996.

H The final harvest: commemorating the
338.17361 Hamakua Sugar Company, 1869-1994,
Bo by P. Ernest Bouvet. Published by the

author, Hong Kong, 2001.

H Celebrating 100 years of plantation life
338.17361 in Hawai‘i, Friends for Ewa, Ewa
C Centennial Celebration Committee, Ewa

Plantation Co., Ltd., Ewa, HI, 1990.

H Sugar islands: the 165-year story of
338.17361 sugar in Hawai‘i, by William H.
Do Dorrance. Mutual Pub., Hon., HI, 2000.

H Grove Farm Plantation: the biography
338.17361 of a Hawaiian sugar plantation, by Bob
K Krauss with William P. Alexander.

Pacific Books, Palo Alto, CA, 1984.

RH Ewa Plantation: an historical survey,
338.17361 1890-1940, by Penny Pagliaro.
P Published by the author, 1987.

H Pau hana: plantation life and labor in
338.17361 Hawai‘i, 1835-1920, by Ronald T.
T Takaki. University of Hawai‘i Press,

Hon., HI, 1983.

H Sugar trains: narrow gauge rails of
385 Hawai‘i, by Jesse C. Conde and
C Gerald Best.  Glenwood Publishers,

Felton, CA, 1973.

H Little Britain: letters from the
636.01 Hawaiian Kingdom, by Joan Burchardt.
Bu C.J. Burchardt, Sherborne, England, 2002.

RH A handbook on the sugar industry of
664.1 the Hawaiian Islands, by G.B.
M132 McClellan. The Hawaiian Gazette Co.,

Ltd., Hon., 1899.
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VIDEOS

Final harvest: reminiscences of plantation days
Big Island RC&D Council, Hilo HI, 2000
Running time 44 minutes

Kahuku, survival of a plantation town
Hawaiian Electric Company, 1988
Running time 18 minutes

Kenji: boyhood remembrances of plantation life
in 1900 Hawai‘i
Cine-Pic Hawai‘i, Honolulu, HI, 1985
Running time 30 minutes

Kipu, Kaua‘i: reunited and remembered
Kaua‘i Historical Society, Lihu‘e, HI, 1996
Running time19 minutes

1946: the great Hawai‘i sugar strike
Center for Labor Education & Research, University
of Hawai‘i, Honolulu, HI, 1996
Running time 60 minutes

Plantation roots
Japanese American National Museum, Los Angeles,
CA, 1997
Running time 30 minutes

Waialua & Hale‘iwa: the working people’s story
Ethnic Studies Oral History Project, University of
Hawai‘i, Honolulu, HI, 1977
Running time 30 minutes

OTHER RESOURCES

The Hawai‘i & Pacific Section of the Hawai‘i State
Library houses annual reports from many of the
sugar plantations.

Hamilton Library at the University of Hawai‘i is the
home of the Hawaiian Sugar Planters’ Association
plantation archives. This collection is found in the
Hawai‘i & Pacific Section of Hamilton. For more
information see their website:
www2.hawaii.edu/~speccoll/hawaiihspa.html
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RH Plantation sketches, by Jared G. Smith.
664.1 Advertiser Press, Hon., T.H., 1924.
SM61

H King Cane: the story of sugar in
664.1 Hawai‘i, by John W. Vandercook.
V Harper & Bros., New York, NY, 1939.

H Musics of Hawai‘i (plantation music)
784.4 State Foundation on Culture and the
M Arts, Folk Art Program, Hon., HI, 1994

& 1996. Two volumes, book and
cassette tapes.

H Hilo rains (plantation life – poetry), by
811 Juliet S. Kono. Bamboo Ridge Press,
K Hon., HI, 1988.

H Plantation Village and Cultural Park at
919.693 Waipahu, by Friends of the Waipahu
F Cultural Garden Park. Waipahu, HI,

1980.

RH Kipu-Huleia: the social history of a
919.6941 plantation community, 1910-1950,
Y by William K. Yamanaka. Published by

the author, Seattle, WA, 1996.

H Exploring the Hamakua Coast: a
996.91 pictorial guide to the plantation era,
Ok by Ken Okimoto. Watermark Pub.,

Hon., HI, 2002.

BIOGRAPHIES AND ORAL HISTORIES

RH Koloa, an oral history of a Kaua‘i
309.19694 community, Center for Oral History,
UNIK University of Hawai‘i, Hon., HI, 1988.

H Hanahana: an oral history anthology of
331 Hawai‘’s working people, Ethnic
H Studies Oral History Project, University

of Hawai‘i Press, Hon., HI, 1984.
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“History of plantation medicine,” several articles
on medical history on the plantations, Plantation
Health, April 1961.

“Life on the plantations,” by Henry E. Dougherty.
Paradise of the Pacific, July 1941, pp. 7 & 30.

“150 Years of sugar in Hawai‘i,” by the Research
Dept.: First Hawaiian Bank. Economic Indicators,
March/April 1985, p. 1.

“Pagdiriwang 1996:  plantation legacy in Filipino-
American culture in Hawai‘i,” by Helen R.
Nagtalon-Miller, Ph.D. Ampersand, Alexander &
Baldwin, Inc., Winter 1996-97, pp. 9-11.

“Plantation days,” and “United we stand, divided
we fall,”  several articles about plantations and the
Japanese, Hawai‘i Herald, Special 10th Anniversary
issue, May 18, 1990, pp. 16-48.

“Some effects of the war on the sugar plantations,”
by Phyllis Yap. Social Process in Hawai‘i, vol. 8,
Sociology Club, University of Hawai‘i, 1943, pp. 54-
60.  H 301 So13

“Sugar came and went, but we’re still here…,” by
Manu Boyd. Ka Wai Ola o OHA, June 1998, p. 4.

“Touching the past at Hawai‘i’s Plantation
Village,” by Rick Carroll. Aloha magazine, October,
1993, pp. 40-43.

NEWSPAPERS

In order to find newspaper articles about plantation
life in Hawai‘i, search the Hawai‘i Newspaper
Index. This is available by going to this website:
www.hawaii.gov/hidocs/ and then clicking on the
Hawai‘i Newspaper Index tab. Search by either of
these two subjects: sugar plantations or sugar
industry. There are hundreds of articles to be found
this way. The articles are from the Honolulu Star-
Bulletin and the Honolulu Advertiser.
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H Claus Spreckels: the sugar king in
338.17361 Hawai‘i, by Jacob Adler. Mutual
A Pub., Hon., HI, 1966.

H The closing of sugar plantations:
338.17361 interviews with families of Hamakua
C and Ka‘u, Hawai‘i, Center for Oral

History, Social Science Research
Institute, University of Hawai‘i,
Hon., HI, 1997.

RH Pioneer Mill Company: a Maui sugar
338.17361 plantation legacy, Center for Oral
Pi History, Social Science Research

Institute, University of Hawai‘i,
Hon., HI, 2003.

H West Kaua‘i’s plantation heritage:
641.5 recipes and stories for life from the
We legacy of Hawai‘i’s sugar plantation

community, compiled by Evelyn Cook.
West Kaua‘i Community Development
Corporation, Waimea, HI, 2002.

RH Pa‘ia: evolution of a community,
996.921 compiled and edited by Dawn E.
P Duensing. Pa‘ia Main Street

Association, Pa‘ia, HI, 1998.

H Eight life stories, Japanese senior
996.93 citizens of Waipahu, by Charlotte H.
T Tanji. Oral History Project, Friends of

the Waipahu Cultural Garden Park,
C.H. Tanji, Waipahu, HI, 1984.

H B Sugar town: Hawai‘i plantation days
Kurisu remembered, by Yasushi “Scotch”

Kurisu. Watermark Pub., Hon., HI, 1995.

H B Unbending cane: Pablo Manlapit, a
Manlapit Filipino labor leader in Hawai‘i, by

Melinda Tria Kerkvliet. Office of
Multicultural Student Services,
University of Hawai‘i, Hon., HI, 2002.

H B From the Isle of Skye to the Isle of
Patterson Maui: a doctor’s personal story

including plantation medicine and the
cause of high blood pressure, by
William B. Patterson. Publishing
Group, Inc., Makawao, HI, 1991.
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H B He was a ram: Wong Aloiau of Hawai‘i,
Wong by Violet L. Lai. Hawai‘i Chinese

History Center and the Wong Aloiau
Association by University of Hawai‘i
Press, Hon., HI, 1985.

H B From plantation poverty to millionaire
Yamanaka wealth: a Nisei reflects upon his life in

Hawai‘i, by Sam Y. Yamanaka.
Published by the author, Hon., HI, 1990.

MAGAZINES
Note: The majority of these journals are available
only at the Hawai‘i State Library, Hawai‘i & Pacific
Section, or at the University of Hawai‘i.

“The beginnings of sugar production in Hawai‘i,”
by Robert L. Cushing. Hawaiian Journal of History,
vol. 19, 1985, pp. 17-34. H 996.9 Ha

“From barracks to family homes: a social history
of labor housing reform on Hawai‘i’s sugar
plantations,” by Barnes Riznik. Hawaiian Journal of
History, vol. 33, 1999, pp. 119-157. H 996.9 Ha

“From Makaweli to Kohala: the plantation
newspapers of Hawai‘i,” by Helen Geracimos
Chapin. Hawaiian Journal of History, vol. 23, 1989, p.
170-195. H 996.9 Ha

“The Great Sugar Strike of 1946,” by Tessa
Munekiyo.  Hawai‘i Herald, Jan. 5, 2001, pp. D-1 & D-2.

“Hawai‘i turns to sugar: the rise of plantation
centers, 1860-1880,” by Carol A. MacLennan.
Hawaiian Journal of History, vol. 31, 1997, pp. 97-125.
H 996.9 Ha

“Hawai‘i’s sugar plantations,” by Roy J.
Leffingwell.  Each plantation is a complete unit of
stores, theatres and community center.  Paradise of
the Pacific, December 1947, pp. 86-87.
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